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SUBJECT: VOLUNTARY AGENCY FEEDING PROGRAMS 
REF: CALCUTTA 494 

1. AS INDICATED PARA 2 REFTEL, GOWB SOCIAL WELFARE AND 
RELIEF MINISTER ASNTOSH ROY APPROACHED ME AT SOCIAL FUNCTION 
MARCH 16 WITH PLEA FOR VOLUNTARY AGENCIES TO CONTINUE AND IF 
POSSIBLE INCREASE THEIR AID- SUPPORTED FOOD- FOR- WORK ( FFW) 
PROGRAMS. IN LIGHT HIS REQUEST I INVITED LOCAL REPS OF CARE, 

CRS AND CASA TO REVIEW THEIR PROGRAMS WITH ME. 

2. ALL THREE CONFIRM HAVING HAD REQUESTS FROM GOWB FOR 
INCREASES IN THEIR FEEDING PROGRAMS. ( CRS HAS ALSO HAD 
REQUESTS FROM ORISSA AND CASA FROM BIHAR. CALCUTTA CARE OFFICE 
HAS JURISDICTION IN WEST BENGAL ONLY.) REQUESTS HAVE COME 
FROM MINISTERIAL AS WELL AS DISTRICT LEVEL AND APPEAR TO RE- 
FLECT CONSIDERABLE CONCERN THAT FOOD SITUATION MORE SERIOUS 
THAN OFFICIAL PUBLIC STATEMENTS WOULD INDICATE AND THAT IT 

IS GOING TO GET WORSE IN NEXT TWO- THREE MONTHS. 
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3. ALL THREE AGENCY REPS REPORT GOWB DOING BETTER JOB THAN 
EVER BEFORE ON FFW PROJECTS, WHICH NOT SIMPLY MAKE- WORK 

" ROAD REPAIR" BUT DESIGNED FOR LONGER RANGE DEVELOPMENTAL 
VALUE. THIS FACTOR. IN ADDITION TO OBVIOUS NEED, MAKES VOLAGS 
PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS THAT WE BE AS RESPONSIVE AS POSSIBLE 
TO REQUESTS FOR HELP, A VIEW WE WHOLEHARTEDLY SUPPORT. 

4. AID/ DEL WOULD EMERGE. BOTH 

SEDNEY AND LACHMON SAID THAT, IN EVENT OF EARLY ELECTIONS, 

KEY ISSUE WOULD BE WHETHER SURINAM " WILL HAVE A DEMOCRATIC 
OR COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT". THIS IS TACIT RECOGNITION THAT, IN 
EVENT OF EARLY ELECTIONS, THE UNIONS WOULD ENTER THE POLITICAL 
ARENA AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT IN WHICH CASE THE PARTIES IN 
GOVERNMENT COALITION WILL RELY HEAVILY ON ALLEGATIONS ALREADY 
VOICED BY LACHMON AND SEDNEY THAT " COMMUNIST ELEMENTS" AND 
" FOREIGN IDEOLOGIES" ARE BEHIND STRIKE. 
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